Seward Tsunami Swim Club
Swim-a-thon 2011 Information

-feel the wave-

Dear Parents:

Swim-a-thon is an annual fundraiser in which swimmers earn money for our team by swimming lengths of the pool.  Swimmers have a two-hour period to swim up to a maximum of 200 lengths, or 5000 yards. Swimmers collect pledges from businesses, family, neighbors, etc., prior to swimming.

Since Swim-a-thon is our sole yearly fundraising event, it is important that all 62 swimmers participate.  Last season we raised over $16,000 with only 38 swimmers participating. This year, with 100% participation, we should easily reach and hopefully exceed our goal of $18,000.00.  

Each swimmer is required to collect a minimum of $100.00 in pledges.
Included in your swimmer’s Swim-a-thon packet is a pledge envelope and pledge sheet, plus receipts. Your swimmer will have 23 days to collect pledges before the Swim-a-thon, Friday, March 4th.  Please have your swimmer identify themselves and our club as they ask for pledges.  Everyone who swims will receive a participation certificate.  Additionally, swimmers have the opportunity to earn more prizes based on the dollar amount of the pledges they collect.  See the back of this sheet for a listing of these prizes. 

Donors like to know what the money is going to be used for.  We are a non-profit organization (501c3) and the annual Swim-a-thon makes it possible for us to operate.  This year pledges will go to the general operating expenses of the club, helping us keep monthly dues down, thus allowing more swimmers to participate in this exciting sport.  This year we increased by 20 swimmers and added a third coach.
There are two ways to collect money for Swim-a-thon, and both are welcome.  Some people prefer to make a donation of a specified amount, and often will pay right away.  Others prefer to pledge an amount per length swam by the participating swimmer. These pledges would need to be collected after the Swim-a-thon event and turned in by March 22nd. An important detail to mention to donors who want to pledge per length, is that a length is a ONE WAY trip down the pool, not a round trip. (A round trip is known as a lap). See the back of the “How-to’s” sheet located in your packet to help estimate how many lengths your swimmer can reasonably expect to swim.  Last year most of the Bronze swimmers swam an average of 50 laps!
Each swimmer is responsible for their pledge packet.  It must be turned in on the day of Swim-a-thon before they get in the pool to swim. If your swimmer still has additional pledge money to collect, the pledge sheet will be returned after they have swam, with the # of lengths swam listed and certified by a coach. (They will be passed out at the party which follows the swimming portion of Swim-a-thon.) Swimmers will have 18 days from the date of the Swim-a-thon to collect any monies still owed.  This means by March 22nd, all monies and packets should be turned in to either Robyn Audette or Peggy Hamner. 
Please have all checks made payable to STSC (Seward Tsunami Swim Club). We are now a 501c3 organization.   All donations are tax deductible.
If you have any questions, please feel free to contact Peggy Hamner 422-2998, or any Executive Board member: Pat O’Leary at 224-5825, Robyn Audette 224-3271or Lynn Hettick at 422-2992, Eileen Eavis 224-2929, Suzette Waelti-Camm 224-6449, Letty Swanson 224-2580.                                       

Swim-a-thon 2010
“The Big Day” and “Prizes”
The Big Day

Swim-a-thon is a great fundraiser, but beyond that, it is a LOT of fun for the swimmers.  Our Swim-a-thon event is planned for the afternoon of Friday, March 4th .  Please have your swimmers suited (team suit if they have one) and on-deck by 3:10.  The locker rooms will be open at 3:00.  
Our team photographer will take a team photo while parent volunteer lap-counters are getting settled into their places.  A volunteer list will be sent out to all parents to sign up and help make this a successful swim-a-thon.  After Coach Matt explains the rules for swimming, he will start the Swim-a-thon.  Because we will be awarding prizes based on number of lengths swam we will count lengths/laps and use stopwatches to record swim times.

Swimmers will be assigned to lanes with others of their same skill level.  To them it may feel a lot like a swim practice, except parents and other on-lookers will be cheering them on!  Water bottles and oranges will be available for swimmers to keep hydrated and energized. Two hours after starting, the swimming will end.  After swimmers shower and change, and parents clear the pool deck, we will all have a party with good food and desserts in the school cafeteria.  

All prizes and swim awards will be given out at the Annual Awards Banquet which will take place in early May. (Details to follow).
Prizes

Swimmers can earn a variety of prizes based on the dollar amount of pledges they collect as of the Swim a thon date of March 4th
(all prizes are cumulative except USA Swimming gifts)  
	Amount of pledges collected
	Prize

	$100.00
	Liberty Theater movie pass and ice cream certificate

	$500.00
	  STSC club towel and USA Swimming T-shirt

	$750.00
	$50 Visa gift card and USA Swimming towel

	                              $1,000.00  

$1,200.00
	USA Swimming swim backpack  

$75 VISA gift card   


Special Swim-a-thon pins will be awarded: one for those who swim at least 100 lengths, and another for those who swim at least 200 lengths.

We want to recognize excellent effort in the pool in addition to the gathering of pledges, so this year we will have prize drawings for all bronze swimmers that swim 50 + laps, all silver swimmers that swim 100+ laps and all gold swimmers that swim 200 laps.  The drawings will be at the banquet.
Please remember that each swimmer must collect a minimum of $100.00 in pledges.
Swim-a-thon 2010
“How-To’s”
Some of us are veteran pledge-collectors who can hardly wait to hit the pavement or pick up the telephone to contact everyone we know with our pledge requests.

The rest of us may feel a tad timid when it comes to the business of asking for donations.  I hope the following information will make the task not only easier, but possibly even enjoyable for you and your swimmer.

Many people enjoy supporting the various community groups, especially those which promote sporting and youth wellness activities. They don’t need to be convinced to support you when your fired-up-about-swimming when you ask for a pledge.  Because kids are so genuine, they generally receive a positive and generous response.

 Remember, that if you don’t ask for a pledge you won’t get one.  So remember to smile, say please, and also Thank You for you support!
The following depicts a possible Swim-a-thon sponsorship request:
Hello, my name is________________.  I am a member of the Seward Tsunami Swim Club.  We are having a Swim-a-thon on March 4th to raise money for our club.  Would you like to sponsor me?  Last year I swam _____lengths of the pool, and this year I plan to swim_____ lengths.  You may pledge a certain amount per length, or you may simply make a flat donation.

Swim-a-thon is our only fundraiser, and helps pay team expenses like renting the pool, coaches’ salaries, travel expenses, new equipment and scholarships. This enables us to keep our monthly dues low so more kids can participate in this great sport.
You may pay me now, or I can collect the money from you sometime before March 22nd.

Thank you very much for your support!!

Your swimmer would likely not deliver this or a similar speech verbatim, but it contains all the vital information your perspective sponsor needs to know, or may want to know.

Many of us have family members living out of state who would like to sponsor our swimmers.  E-mail and sending letters requesting pledges have worked well for many families in past years.  The above request would be easy to personalize and send to family members.  Please let them know that checks need to arrive in Seward by March 20th at the latest.  They can let you know their pledge amount via return e-mail, and this can be written on the pledge sheet.

Please turn the page for a listing of lengths completed at previous Swim-a-thons.  If your child has not participated in the past, look for swimmers from the same training group your child is currently a member of, and see how many lengths they completed.  This will give your child a goal to strive for, and it will give you and possible sponsors an idea of how many lengths may need to be paid for(.
Swim-a-thon results 2010
	Audette, Eileen
	200           200 

	Barnwell, Isabel
	200           200 

	Beckham, Olivia
	200           200 

	Broughton, Nick
	200           200 

	Eavis, Josh
	200           200 

	Hamner, Sasha
	200           200 

	  Hettick, Catelynn
	200           200 

	O'Leary, Ryan
	200           200 

	  Nilsson, Kjell
	200           200 

	Tougas, Rachel
	200           200 

	Werner, Stephen
	200           200 

	Werner, Samuel
	200           200 

	O’Leary, Jayna
	200           200 

	Pfeiffenberger, Alice
	176            190 

	 McKnight, Walker
	140            162 

	Moriarty, Maille
	100           100 

	Hamner, Roman
	130             195 

	Hawkins, William
	114            200 

	Hettick, Davey
	110          120 

	  Mullaly, Meghan
	108            170 

	Nyholm, Christyna
	102           100 

	  Pfeiffenberger, Karl
	100            170 

	 Hauze, McKinze
	100

	Hamner, Elena
	100             64 

	 Camm, Deana
	90            142 

	Jackson, Ashley
	82              50 

	 Camm. Yana
	80            104 

	 Ifflander, Naomi
	62

	Moriarty, John
	60             34 

	 Tressler, Tayler
	60              80 

	Hettick, Peter
	52            110 

	 Correa, Katelyn
	50

	 Paperman, Sam
	24

	Corrigan, Caitlin
	20

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	



